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Objectives 

1. Understand human trafficking and 

legislation. 

2. Gain a survivor’s perspective on human 

trafficking. 

3. Understanding your role in the effort to 

end human trafficking. 







Trauma-Informed Care Core Principles 
(SAMHSA) 

 Safety—Ensuring physical and emotional safety; “do no harm” 

 Trust—Maximizing trustworthiness, making tasks clear, maintaining 

appropriate boundaries 

 Choice—Prioritizing choice and decision-making; supporting control over their 

own healing journey 

 Collaboration—Maximizing collaboration and sharing power 

 Empowerment—Identifying strengths, prioritizing building skills that promote 

healing and growth 

 Cultural competence—Ensuring cultural applicability of services and options; 

sensitivity to the role of culture in lived experience and decision making 

 



 Unpredictable outcomes 

 Complex and confusing 

system 

 Emphasis on Federal and 

State regulation and 

definitions 

 Sloooooooooow 

 Constant questioning and 

reminder of your deficits 

and trauma-history 

 



What is human trafficking? 

  “…the act of recruiting, harboring, 

transporting, providing, or obtaining a 

person for compelled labor or commercial 

sex acts through the use of force, fraud, or 

coercion.” (Trafficking in persons report, 

2013) 



 







Federal Legislation (ATEST (2018))  

 Trafficking Victims Protection 

Reauthorization Act (2013) 

 Reauthorization of original 

2000 TVPA through the Violence 

Against Women Act 

 Office to Monitor and Combat 

Trafficking in Persons (Annual 

TIP Report) 

 Protection 

 Assistance (legal and social services); 
allowing survivors to sue their traffickers 

 Establishment of T-Visa and other non-
immigrant statuses for foreign-born 
survivors of trafficking 

 Prosecution  

 Created specific legal definitions of sex 
and labor trafficking 

 Established criteria of force, fraud, and 
coercion 

 Prevention  

 Research and awareness-raising 

 Assist other countries in combating 
trafficking (legislation, programming, law 
enforcement) 

 Established programs to ensure US citizens 
do not purchase products made by human 
trafficking victims 

 



Safe Harbor Laws 

1.Recognition of victimhood 

2.Expungement of criminal charges 

3.Civil recourse  

4.Provision of services 

 



Identifying human trafficking victims 

Adults (U.S. or Non-U.S. 

Citizen) 
 Evidence of being controlled 

 Inability to leave housing or job 

 Not speaking for themselves 

 Engages in prostitution  

 Sexually exploited in strip clubs, 

massage parlors, in pornography 

 Not in control of identification or 

travel documents  

 

Youth/Minors (under 18): 
 Homelessness 

 Older boyfriend/girlfriend 

 Hotel keys 

 Excessive material goods 

 Signs of physical abuse, 

malnutrition, substance abuse, 

fear, depression 

 Branding with tattoos 



Labor Trafficking (Owens et al., 2014) 

 “Forced labor, sometimes also referred to as labor trafficking, 

encompasses the range of activities—recruiting, harboring, 

transporting, providing, or obtaining—involved when a person uses 

force or physical threats, psychological coercion, abuse of the legal 

process, deception, or other coercive means to compel someone to 

work.” (Trafficking in persons report, 2013) 

 Agriculture 

 Domestic work 

 Hotels 

 Restaurants 

 Construction 



Sales Crews, Peddling, and Begging Rings 
(NHTRC, 2018) 

 Trafficker confiscates most or all 
earnings 

 Violence, sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, coercion, 
abandonment in unfamiliar cities 

 U.S. Citizens, immigrants, adults, 
children 

 Vulnerabilities: 

 Removal from familiar setting 

 Economically marginalized 
population (homeless or history 
of homelessness) 

 Lack of labor protections 

 Force: Isolation and removal 
from familiar surroundings; 
physical and sexual abuse; 
abandonment for non-
compliance; intentional 
dehydration and overexposure. 

 Fraud: False promises of an 
opportunity to travel the country 
and earn money quickly; 
misrepresentation the work, 
working conditions, wages, or 
immigration benefits; visa fraud. 

 Coercion: Elaborate systems of 
rewards and punishments; 
threats of harm to the victim or 
victim’s family 





Ethical Consumerism 



Sex Trafficking 

 “When an adult is coerced, forced, or deceived into prostitution—or 
maintained in prostitution through one of these means after 
initially consenting—that person is a victim of trafficking. Under such 
circumstances, perpetrators involved in recruiting, harboring, 
transporting, providing, or obtaining a person for that purpose are 
responsible for trafficking crimes.” (Trafficking in persons report, 
2013) 

 Prostitution  

 Online escorts 

 Brothels 

 Strip clubs 

 Massage parlors 

 Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) 





Detroit Free Press – “Modern Slavery: 

Sex trafficking hits home in Michigan” 

https://www.freep.com/videos/opinion/columnists/mike-thompson/2017/12/11/modern-slavery-sex-trafficking-hits-home-michigan/77683194/
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USICH, 2018 



Common Ground Services 

 Mentoring Program: 248-547-2260 

 Youth survivors (or at-risk) ages 10-17 

 Trained mentors (advocates, positive role models) 

 Transportation 

 12 months, meeting approximately twice per month 

 Victim’s Assistance Program: 1-800-231-1127 

 Survivors 18+ 

 Intensive case management and crisis intervention 

 



Contact Information 

Brigette Robarge, Lead Mentor – 

BRobarge@CGHelps.org 

Luke Hassevoort, Asst. RHY 

Program Manager – 

LHassevoort@CGHelps.org  

mailto:BRobarge@CGHelps.org
mailto:LHassevoort@CGHelps.org


Report 

Trafficking 

Suspicions 

Get Help 

Access 

Resources 

and Trainings 

HumanTraffickingHotline.org 
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 Thanks, Andy Soper 
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